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METHOD, MEDIUM, AND APPARATUS OF
FILTERING DEPTH NOISE USING DEPTH
INFORMATION

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. application Ser.
No. 12/654,208, filed on Dec. 14, 2009 in the U.S. Patent
and Trademark Office, which claims the benefit of Korean
Patent Application No. 10-2009-0005090, filed on Jan. 21,
2009 in the Korean Intellectual Property Office, the disclo-
sures of which are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

One or more embodiments relate to an image process to
process a three-dimensional (3D) image, and more particu-
larly, to a depth noise filtering method and apparatus that
may filter depth noise occurring according to a depth.

2. Description of the Related Art

As the demand for three-dimensional (3D) images
increases, 3D cameras capable of collecting the 3D images
have been appearing in the market. The 3D camera may
obtain color information and depth information associated
with an object to provide a 3D effect for a two-dimensional
(2D) image. The depth information may be determined
based on a distance between the object and the 3D camera.

Due to an image collection characteristic of the 3D
camera, a characteristic of depth noise included in the depth
information may be different depending on a distance from
the object. When constructing a 3D image based on depth
information containing large depth noise, a quality of the 3D
image may be deteriorated.

Accordingly, there is a need for a method that may
remove depth noise according to a distance between an
object and a camera.

SUMMARY

According to an aspect of one or more embodiments,
there may be provided a method of filtering depth noise, the
method including obtaining depth information of a region
that constitutes a filtering target frame of a three-dimen-
sional (3D) image, generating a spatial filter for the region
using the depth information, and performing depth noise
filtering for the 3D image by applying the spatial filter to the
depth information of the region.

The depth information may correspond to a distance
between an object and an image collection apparatus with
respect to the region, and the generating may comprise
determining at least one of a size of the spatial filter and a
coeflicient of the spatial filter to be applied to the region,
based on the depth information.

The generating may comprise determining the size of the
spatial filter based on the depth information, using at least
one of the depth information, a measured maximum distance
of the image collection apparatus, a measured minimum
distance of the image collection apparatus, and a maximum
size of the spatial filter in the measured maximum distance.

The generating may comprise generating the spatial filter
corresponding to the depth information by referring to a
table that stores spatial filter information associated with at
least one of the size of the spatial filter and the coefficient of
the spatial filter that are predetermined based on the depth
information.
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The generating may further comprise decreasing the size
of the spatial filter as the depth information corresponds to
shorter distances.

The generating may further comprise increasing a
decrease rate for the coefficient of the spatial filter as the
depth information corresponds to shorter distances, and the
coeflicient of the spatial filter decreases while approaching
a circumference of the spatial filter from a center of the
spatial filter.

The region may be any one of pixels or blocks that
constitutes the filtering target frame.

According to another aspect of one or more embodiments,
there may be provided a method of filtering depth noise, the
method including obtaining depth information of a region
that constitutes a filtering target frame of a 3D image,
calculating a number of reference frames associated with the
region using the depth information, and updating the depth
information of the region in the filtering target frame based
on the calculated number of reference frames.

A spatial filter may be applied to the depth information
before the calculating of a number of reference frames.

The updating may perform temporal filtering of the depth
information.

The updating may further perform spatial filtering of the
updated depth information.

The updating may further generate a spatial filter using
the updated depth information, and applies the spatial filter
to the updated depth information.

The method may perform spatial filtering and then per-
form temporal filtering on the depth information.

The method may perform temporal filtering and then
perform spatial filtering on the depth information.

The updating may further apply a weight to the depth
information of the region of each of the reference frames, the
weight being based on the calculated number of reference
frames.

The depth information may correspond to a distance
between an object and an image collection apparatus with
respect to the region, and the calculating may comprise
calculating the number of reference frames based on the
depth information, using at least one of the depth informa-
tion, a measured maximum distance of the image collection
apparatus, a measured minimum distance of the image
collection apparatus, and a number of reference frames in
the measured maximum distance.

The calculating may further comprise decreasing the
number of reference frames as the depth information of the
region corresponds to shorter distances.

The updating may further comprise averaging depth infor-
mation of a region of each of the reference frames to update
the depth information of the region in the filtering target
frame.

According to still another aspect of one or more embodi-
ments, there may be provided a method of filtering depth
noise, the method including obtaining depth information of
a region that constitutes a filtering target frame of a 3D
image, generating a spatial filter for the region using the
depth information to apply the spatial filter to the depth
information of the region, calculating a number of reference
frames associated with the region using the depth informa-
tion of the region that constitutes the filtering target frame,
wherein the spatial filter is applied to the depth information,
and updating the depth information of the region in the
filtering target frame based on the calculated number of
reference frames.

The depth information may correspond to a distance
between an object and an image collection apparatus with
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respect to the region, and the generating may comprise
determining at least one of a size of the spatial filter and a
coeflicient of the spatial filter to be applied to the region,
based on the depth information.

The generating may further comprise generating the spa-
tial filter corresponding to the depth information by referring
to a table that stores spatial filter information associated with
at least one of the size of the spatial filter and the coeflicient
of the spatial filter that are predetermined based on the depth
information.

The generating may further comprise determining the size
of the spatial filter based on the depth information, using at
least one of the depth information, a measured maximum
distance of the image collection apparatus, a measured
minimum distance of the image collection apparatus, and a
maximum size of the spatial filter in the measured maximum
distance.

The depth information may correspond to a distance
between an object and an image collection apparatus with
respect to the region, and the calculating may comprise
calculating the number of reference frames based on the
depth information, using at least one of the depth informa-
tion, a measured maximum distance of the image collection
apparatus, a measured minimum distance of the image
collection apparatus, and a number of reference frames in
the measured maximum distance.

The updating may comprise averaging depth information
of a region of each of the reference frames to update the
depth information of the region in the filtering target frame.

According to yet another aspect of one or more embodi-
ments, there may be provided a method of filtering depth
noise, the method including calculating a number of refer-
ence frames with respect to a region that constitutes a
filtering target frame of a 3D image, using depth information
of'the region, updating depth information of the region in the
filtering target frame based on the calculated number of
reference frames, and generating a spatial filter for the
region using the updated depth information to apply the
spatial filter to the depth information of the region.

The depth information may correspond to a distance
between an object and an image collection apparatus with
respect to the region, and the calculating of the number of
reference frames may comprise calculating the number of
reference frames based on the depth information, using at
least one of the depth information, a measured maximum
distance of the image collection apparatus, a measured
minimum distance of the image collection apparatus, and a
number of reference frames in the measured maximum
distance.

The updating may comprise averaging depth information
of a region of each of the reference frames to update the
depth information of the region in the filtering target frame.

The depth information may correspond to a distance
between an object and an image collection apparatus with
respect to the region, and the generating may comprise
determining at least one of a size of the spatial filter and a
coeflicient of the spatial filter to be applied to the region,
based on the updated depth information.

The generating may comprise generating the spatial filter
corresponding to the updated depth information by referring
to a table that stores spatial filter information associated with
at least one of the size of the spatial filter and the coeflicient
of the spatial filter that are predetermined based on the
updated depth information.

The generating may comprise determining the size of the
spatial filter based on the updated depth information, using
at least one of the depth information, a measured maximum
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distance of the image collection apparatus, a measured
minimum distance of the image collection apparatus, and a
maximum size of the spatial filter in the measured maximum
distance.

According to a further another aspect of one or more
embodiments, there may be provided a method of generating
a spatial filter, the method including obtaining depth infor-
mation of a region that constitutes a filtering target frame of
a 3D image, determining a characteristic of a spatial filter for
the region based on the depth information, and generating
the spatial filter to be applied to the region based on the
characteristic of the spatial filter.

The depth information may correspond to a distance
between an object and an image collection apparatus with
respect to the region, and the determining comprises deter-
mining at least one of a size of the spatial filter and a
coeflicient of the spatial filter to be applied to the region,
based on the depth information.

The generating may comprise generating the spatial filter
corresponding to the depth information by referring to a
table that stores spatial filter information associated with at
least one of the size of the spatial filter and the coefficient of
the spatial filter that are predetermined based on the depth
information.

The determining may comprise determining the size of
the spatial filter based on the depth information, using at
least one of the depth information, a measured maximum
distance of the image collection apparatus, a measured
minimum distance of the image collection apparatus, and a
maximum size of the spatial filter in the measured maximum
distance.

The determining may comprise decreasing the size of the
spatial filter as the depth information is updated to corre-
spond to a shorter distance.

The determining may comprise increasing a decrease rate
for the coefficient of spatial filter as the depth information is
updated to correspond to a shorter distance, and the coeffi-
cient of the spatial filter decreases while approaching a
circumference of the spatial filter from a center of the spatial
filter.

According to still another aspect of one or more embodi-
ments, there may be provided an apparatus for filtering depth
noise, the apparatus including a spatial filter generation unit
to generate a spatial filter for a region that constitutes a
filtering target frame of a 3D image, using depth information
of the region, and a filtering unit to perform depth noise
filtering for the 3D image by applying the spatial filter to the
depth information of the region.

The depth information may correspond to a distance
between an object and an image collection apparatus with
respect to the region, and the spatial filter generation unit
determines at least one of a size of the spatial filter and a
coeflicient of the spatial filter to be applied to the region,
based on the depth information.

The spatial filter generation unit may generate the spatial
filter corresponding to the depth information by referring to
a table that stores spatial filter information associated with at
least one of the size of the spatial filter and the coefficient of
the spatial filter that are predetermined based on the depth
information.

According to still another aspect of one or more embodi-
ments, there may be provided an apparatus for filtering depth
noise, the apparatus including a frame calculation unit to
calculate a number of reference frames associated with a
region that constitutes a filtering target frame of'a 3D image,
using first depth information of the region, and a depth
information decision unit to determine second depth infor-
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mation of the region in the filtering target frame based on the
calculated number of reference frames.

The depth information decision unit may average depth
information of a region of each of the reference frames to
determine the second depth information of the region in the
filtering target frame.

The apparatus may perform temporal filtering using the
second depth information.

The apparatus may perform spatial filtering using the
second depth information.

The depth information decision unit may further deter-
mine third depth information by generating a spatial filter
using the second depth information, and applying the spatial
filter to the second depth information.

The apparatus may perform spatial filtering and then
perform temporal filtering.

The apparatus may perform temporal filtering and then
perform spatial filtering.

The depth information decision unit may apply a weight
to the depth information of the region of each of the
reference frames, and the weight may be based on the
calculated number of reference frames.

The apparatus may apply a spatial filter to depth infor-
mation to generate the first depth information.

The apparatus may generate the spatial filter using depth
information other than the first and second depth informa-
tion.

Additional aspects, features, and/or advantages of
embodiments will be set forth in part in the description
which follows and, in part, will be apparent from the
description, or may be learned by practice of the disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and/or other aspects and advantages will become
apparent and more readily appreciated from the following
description of the embodiments, taken in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings of which:

FIG. 1 illustrates a process of reconstructing a three-
dimensional (3D) image using a depth noise filtering appa-
ratus according to an embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a method of performing
spatial filtering to remove depth noise according to an
embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating a method of performing
temporal filtering to remove depth noise according to an
embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a method of performing
spatial filtering and temporal filtering to remove depth noise
according to an embodiment;

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating a method of performing
temporal filtering and spatial filtering to remove depth noise
according to an embodiment;

FIG. 6 illustrates an example of a depth noise difference
based on depth information according to an embodiment;

FIG. 7 illustrates a process of calculating a size of a spatial
filter based on depth information according to an embodi-
ment;

FIG. 8 illustrates a process of calculating a coefficient of
a spatial filter based on depth information according to an
embodiment;

FIG. 9 illustrates an example of applying a spatial filter to
depth information according to an embodiment;

FIG. 10 illustrates an example of determining a number of
reference frames based on depth information to thereby
perform temporal filtering according to an embodiment;
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FIG. 11 illustrates a configuration of a depth noise filter-
ing apparatus to perform spatial filtering according to an
embodiment; and

FIG. 12 illustrates a configuration of a depth noise filter-
ing apparatus to perform temporal filtering according to an
embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made in detail to the embodiments,
examples of which are illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, wherein like reference numerals refer to the like
elements throughout. The embodiments are described below
to explain the present disclosure by referring to the figures.

FIG. 1 illustrates a process of reconstructing a three-
dimensional (3D) image using a depth noise filtering appa-
ratus 103 according to an embodiment. Also, the depth noise
filtering apparatus 103 of FIG. 1 may be applicable through-
out this specification.

Referring to FIG. 1, an image collection apparatus 102
may photograph an object 101 to collect images. Also, the
image collection apparatus 102 may collect 3D images from
the object 101, that is, the image collection apparatus 102
may obtain color information and depth information asso-
ciated with the object 101. Here, the color information
denotes information that is collected via a charge coupled
device (CCD) or a complementary metal-oxide semiconduc-
tor (CMOS) image sensor of the image collection apparatus
102. The depth information denotes a distance from the
image collection apparatus 102 to each point of the object
101.

For example, the image collection apparatus 102 may
measure a duration of time during which a light emitted from
the image collection apparatus 102 is reflected from the
object 101 to come back to the image collection apparatus
102, and then measure the distance between the object 101
and the image collection apparatus 102. The image collec-
tion apparatus 102 may obtain the depth information through
the measured distance. In this instance, the obtained depth
information may include depth noise according to a distance
between the object 101 and the image collection apparatus
102. The depth noise filtering apparatus 103 may perform
filtering to remove the depth noise in the depth information.
Specifically, the depth noise filtering apparatus 103 may
perform filtering using a low pass filter (LPF) to thereby
remove the depth noise.

For example, the depth noise filtering apparatus 103 may
perform spatial filtering according to the depth information.
Also, the depth noise filtering apparatus 103 may perform
temporal filtering according to the depth information. Also,
the depth noise filtering apparatus 103 may perform both
spatial filtering and temporal filtering according to the depth
information. Also, the depth noise filtering apparatus 103
may sequentially perform spatial filtering and temporal
filtering.

The depth noise filtering apparatus 103 may calculate a
size or a coefficient of a filter based on the depth information
to thereby generate the filter, and may perform spatial
filtering by applying the generated filter. The depth noise
filtering apparatus 103 may calculate a number of reference
frames based on the depth information to perform temporal
filtering.

Specifically, an enhanced 3D image 104 may be generated
by reconstructing the filtered depth information and color
information.
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As described above, the following methods of FIGS. 2
through 5 may be performed by the depth noise filtering
apparatus 103 of FIG. 1 and thus may be described with
reference to FIG. 1

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a method of performing
spatial filtering to remove depth noise according to an
embodiment.

Referring now to FIGS. 1 and 2, in operation S201, the
depth noise filtering apparatus 103 may obtain depth infor-
mation of a region that constitutes a filtering target frame of
a 3D image. Here, the region may be pixels or blocks that
constitute the filtering target frame. Specifically, the depth
noise filtering apparatus 103 may perform filtering based on
a pixel unit or a block unit. The depth information may
denote a distance between the object 101 and the image
collection apparatus 102.

The depth noise filtering apparatus 103 may obtain, via
the image collection apparatus 102, the depth information
corresponding to the distance between the object 101 and the
image collection apparatus 102.

In operation S202, the depth noise filtering apparatus 103
may generate a spatial filter for the region using the depth
information. For example, the depth noise filtering apparatus
103 may determine at least one of a size of the spatial filter
and a coefficient of the spatial filter to be applied to the
region, based on the depth information.

In this instance, the depth noise filtering apparatus 103
may determine the size of the spatial filter based on the depth
information, using the depth information, a measured maxi-
mum distance of the image collection apparatus 102, a
measured minimum distance of the image collection appa-
ratus 102, and a maximum size of the spatial filter in the
measured maximum distance. For example, the depth noise
filtering apparatus 103 may determine the size of the spatial
filter according to the following Equation 1.

depth — min Distance Equation 1

Size = ( ) =max filtersize

max Distance — min Distance

Here, depth denotes the depth information, size denotes
the size of the spatial filter according to the depth informa-
tion, min Distance denotes the measured minimum distance
of'the image collection apparatus 102, max Distance denotes
the measured maximum distance of the image collection
apparatus 102, and max filtersize denotes the maximum size
of' the spatial filter in the measured maximum distance of the
image collection apparatus 102.

For example, it is assumed here that the measured maxi-
mum distance of the image collection apparatus 102 is 3.5
m, the measured minimum distance thereof'is 0.5 m, and the
maximum size of the spatial filter in the measured maximum
distance is 9. Also, it is assumed that an actual depth image
is between 1.5 m and 3 m. When the depth information is 1.5
m, the size of the spatial filter may be determined as integer
3. In this case, the spatial filter may be determined as a 3x3
filter. The coefficient of the spatial filter may be determined
as 1/9. Also, when the depth information is 1.9 m, the size
of' the spatial filter may be determined as 1.2, and the spatial
filter may be determined as a 4x4 filter. The coefficient of the
spatial filter may be determined as Yis. Here, the coefficient
of' the spatial filter may denote a coefficient of a weight to be
applied to the filtering target frame of the 3D image.

According to the above Equation 1, the depth noise
filtering apparatus 103 may decrease the size of the spatial
filter as the depth information corresponds to shorter dis-
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tances. Conversely, as the depth information corresponds to
longer distances, the depth noise filtering apparatus 103 may
increase the size of the spatial filter.

For example, the depth noise filtering apparatus 103 may
determine the coeflicient of the spatial filter based on the
depth information. In the case of the same filter size, the
depth noise filtering apparatus 103 may determine the coef-
ficient of the spatial filter to be different based on the depth
information.

Here, the coefficient of the spatial filter may decrease
while approaching a circumference of the spatial filter from
a center of the spatial filter. A decrease rate for the coeflicient
of the spatial filter from the center of the spatial filter to the
circumference thereof may be differently determined. Spe-
cifically, as the depth information corresponds to shorter
distances, the depth noise filtering apparatus 103 may deter-
mine the decrease rate for the coefficient of the spatial filter
to be large. Conversely, as the depth information corre-
sponds to longer distances, the depth noise filtering appa-
ratus 103 may determine the decrease rate for the coefficient
of the spatial filter to be small.

The decrease rate for the coefficient of the spatial filter
may be expressed by, for example, a Gaussian function. In
this instance, a width of the Gaussian function may be
determined based on a sigma value of the Gaussian function.
As the depth information corresponds to shorter distances,
the sigma value may be set to be small. Conversely, as the
depth information corresponds to longer distances, the
sigma value may be set to be large.

The depth noise filtering apparatus 103 may simultane-
ously determine both the size and the coefficient of the
spatial filter based on the depth information. For example,
the depth noise filtering apparatus 103 may generate the
spatial filter corresponding to the depth information by
referring to a table that stores spatial filter information
associated with at least one of the size of the spatial filter and
the coefficient of the spatial filter that are predetermined
based on the depth information. Specifically, the depth noise
filtering apparatus 103 may pre-operate a characteristic of
the spatial filter with respect to particular depth information
and then immediately generate the spatial filter appropriate
for input depth information.

When depth information D1 for generating the spatial
filter is not set in the table, the depth noise filtering apparatus
103 may generate the spatial filter by combining predeter-
mined depth information existing in the table. Specifically,
the depth noise filtering apparatus 103 may determine two
pieces of depth information D2 and D3 capable of including
the depth information D1, among the predetermined depth
information of the table. The spatial filter of the depth
information D1 may be generated by applying a weight to a
spatial filter of each of the depth information D2 and D3
based on a difference with the depth information D1.

In operation S203, the depth noise filtering apparatus 103
may perform depth noise filtering for the 3D image by
applying the spatial filter to the depth information of the
region. As described above, the region may be pixels or
blocks that constitute the filtering target frame. Depth noise
corresponding to a high frequency component may be
removed by applying the spatial filter. In particular, since the
high frequency component appears as depth noise as the
depth information corresponds to longer distances, the depth
noise filtering apparatus 103 may remove the depth noise by
increasing a strength of the depth noise filtering. An example
of applying the spatial filter will be described later in detail
with reference to FIG. 9.
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Specifically, in a single filtering target frame that consti-
tutes the 3D image, spatial filtering may indicate removing
of depth noise by applying the spatial filter to the region that
constitutes the filtering target frame. Also, as a distance from
the object 101 becomes farther, depth noise may more
frequently occur. Accordingly, as the distance from the
object 101 becomes farther, the depth noise filtering appa-
ratus 103 may increase the strength of filtering to thereby
remove the depth noise.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating a method of performing
temporal filtering to remove depth noise according to an
embodiment.

Referring now to FIGS. 1 and 3, in operation S301, the
depth noise filtering apparatus 103 may obtain depth infor-
mation of a region that constitutes a filtering target frame of
a 3D image. In this instance, the depth noise filtering
apparatus 103 may obtain the depth information from the
image collection apparatus 102. The region and the depth
information are the same as the description made above with
reference to FIG. 2.

In operation S302, the depth noise filtering apparatus 103
may calculate a number of reference frames associated with
the region using the depth information. Since the depth
information is different for each region, the number of
reference frames calculated for each region may be also
different. In this instance, a plurality of frames that appears
temporally previously or subsequently based on the filtering
target frame may be determined as the reference frames.

The depth noise filtering apparatus 103 may calculate the
number of reference frames based on the depth information,
using at least one of the depth information, a measured
maximum distance of the image collection apparatus 102, a
measured minimum distance of the image collection appa-
ratus 102, and a number of reference frames in the measured
maximum distance. For example, the depth noise filtering
apparatus 103 may calculate the number of reference frames
according to the following Equation 2.

depth — min Distance Equation 2

Num = ( )*max Num of frames

max Distance — min Distance

Here, depth denotes the depth information, Num? equals
the number of reference frames, min Distance denotes the
measured minimum distance of the image collection appa-
ratus 102, max Distance denotes the measured maximum
distance of the image collection apparatus 102, and max
Num of frames denotes a maximum number of reference
frames in the measured maximum distance of the image
collection apparatus 102.

For example, it is assumed here that the measured maxi-
mum distance of the image collection apparatus 102 is 3.5
m, the measured minimum distance thereof'is 0.5 m, and the
maximum number of reference frames in the measured
maximum distance is 25. Also, it is assumed that an actual
depth image is between 1.5 m and 3 m. When the depth
information is 1.5 m, Num may be determined as integer 3
and thus the number of reference frames may become 9.
Also, when the depth information is 1.9 m, Num may be
determined as 4.2 and thus the number of reference frames
may become 16.

In this instance, a weight to be applied to a region of each
reference frame may be determined to be in inverse propor-
tion to the number of reference frames. Specifically, when
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the number of reference frames is 9, a weight 1/9 may be
applicable to depth information of a region of each of nine
reference frames.

According to the above Equation 2, the depth noise
filtering apparatus 103 may decrease the number of refer-
ence frames as the depth information corresponds to shorter
distances and, conversely, may increase the number of
reference frames as the depth information corresponds to
longer distances.

In operation S303, the depth noise filtering apparatus 103
may determine the depth information of the region in the
filtering target frame based on the calculated number of
reference frames. For example, the depth noise filtering
apparatus 103 may average depth information of the calcu-
lated reference frames to determine depth information of the
region in the filtering target frame.

For example, when the number of reference frames is 9,
the depth noise filtering apparatus 103 may initially apply a
weight 1/9 to depth information of a region of each of nine
reference frames corresponding to the region of the filtering
target frame. Next, the depth noise filtering apparatus 103
may average the result of the application and determine the
depth information of the region of the filtering target frame.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a method of performing
spatial filtering and temporal filtering to remove depth noise
according to an embodiment.

Referring now to FIGS. 1 and 4, in operation S401, the
depth noise filtering apparatus 103 may obtain depth infor-
mation of a region that constitutes a filtering target frame of
a 3D image. The region and the depth information may refer
to the description made above with reference to FIG. 2.

In operation S402, the depth noise filtering apparatus 103
may generate a spatial filter for the region using the depth
information obtained in operation S401 to apply the spatial
filter to the depth information of the region. Here, operations
S401 and S402 may indicate spatial filtering. Further
detailed description related to operations S401 and S402
may refer to the description made above with reference to
FIG. 2.

In operation S403, the depth noise filtering apparatus 103
may calculate a number of reference frames associated with
the region using the depth information of the region that
constitutes the filtering target frame. Here, the spatial filter
is applied to the depth information.

In operation S404, the depth noise filtering apparatus 103
may determine updated depth information of the region in
the filtering target frame based on the calculated number of
reference frames which is calculated using the depth infor-
mation obtained in S403. Here, operations S403 and S404
may indicate temporal filtering. Further detailed description
related to operations S403 and S404 may refer to the
description made above with reference to FIG. 2.

Specifically, FIG. 4 may illustrate an example of initially
applying spatial filtering and subsequently applying tempo-
ral filtering with respect to the 3D image.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating a method of performing
temporal filtering and spatial filtering to remove depth noise
according to an embodiment.

Referring now to FIGS. 1 and 5, in operation S501, the
depth noise filtering apparatus 103 may obtain depth infor-
mation of a region that constitutes a filtering target frame of
a 3D image. The region and the depth information may refer
to the description made above with reference to FIG. 2.

In operation S502, the depth noise filtering apparatus 103
may calculate a number of reference frames associated with
the region that constitutes the filtering target frame of the 3D
image, using the depth information of the region.
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In operation S503, the depth noise filtering apparatus 103
may determine depth information of the region in the
filtering target frame based on the calculated number of
reference frames. Here, operations S502 and S503 may be
associated with the aforementioned process of applying
temporal filtering and thus further detailed description
related thereto may refer to the description made above with
reference to FIG. 3.

In operation S504, the depth noise filtering apparatus 103
may generate a spatial filter of the region using the depth
information determined in operation S503 and apply the
spatial filter to the depth information of the region deter-
mined in operation S503.

Here, operation S504 may be associated with the afore-
mentioned process of applying spatial filtering and thus
further detailed description related thereto may refer to the
description made above with reference to FIG. 3.

Specifically, FIG. 5 may illustrate an example of initially
applying temporal filtering and subsequently applying spa-
tial filtering with respect to the 3D image.

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating an example of a depth
noise difference based on depth information according to an
embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 6, it is possible to verify a level of depth
noise according to depth information that is a distance
between an object 101 and an image collection apparatus
102. As described above with reference to FIG. 1, the depth
information may be determined by dividing, by a light
speed, a duration of time during which a light emitted from
the image collection apparatus 102 is reflected from the
object 101 to come back to the image collection apparatus
102. In this instance, when the object 101 is positioned to be
close to the image collection apparatus 102, a light intensity
of light reflected from the object 101 may be large and thus
an accuracy of the depth information may be high. Accord-
ingly, as a distance between the object 101 and the image
collection apparatus 102 becomes closer, depth noise may be
relatively small. Conversely, when the object 101 is posi-
tioned to be away from the image collection apparatus 102,
the light intensity of the reflected light may be small and thus
the accuracy of the depth information may be low. In this
instance, the depth noise against the depth information may
be relatively large.

Specifically, as the distance between the object 101 and
the image collection apparatus 102 becomes farther, depth
noise may increase. Conversely, as the distance between the
object 101 and the image collection apparatus 102 becomes
closer, depth noise may decrease. Accordingly, the depth
noise filtering apparatus 103 of FIG. 1 according to an
embodiment may generate the spatial filter so that the
coeflicient of the spatial filter may decrease while approach-
ing a circumference of the spatial filter from a center of the
spatial filter. In this instance, the depth noise filtering
apparatus 103 may determine a decrease rate for the coef-
ficient of the spatial filter to be different based on the depth
information. For example, as the distance between the object
101 and the image collection apparatus 102 becomes farther,
the depth noise filtering apparatus 103 may reduce the
decrease rate for the coeflicient of the spatial filter. Con-
versely, as the distance between the object 101 and the
image collection apparatus 102 becomes closer, the depth
noise filtering apparatus 103 may increase the decrease rate
for the coefficient of the spatial filter. Also, as the distance
between the object 101 and the image collection apparatus
102 becomes farther, the depth noise filtering apparatus 103
may increase the number of reference frames for temporal
filtering.
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FIG. 7 illustrates a process of calculating a size of a spatial
filter based on depth information according to an embodi-
ment.

As described above with reference to FIG. 6, the depth
noise filtering apparatus 103 of FIG. 1 may increase the size
of the spatial filter for spatial filtering as a distance between
an object 101 and an image collection apparatus 102
becomes farther. Specifically, when the distance between the
object 101 and the image collection apparatus 102 corre-
sponds to longer distances, a 5x5 spatial filter 701 may be
determined. When the distance between the object 101 and
the image collection apparatus 102 corresponds to interme-
diate distances, a 4x4 spatial filter 702 may be determined.
Also, when the distance between the object 101 and the
image collection apparatus 102 corresponds to short dis-
tances, a 3x3 spatial filter 703 may be determined.

The process of determining the size of the spatial filter
may refer to the above Equation 1.

FIG. 8 illustrates a process of calculating a coefficient of
a spatial filter based on depth information according to an
embodiment.

It is assumed here that spatial filters 801, 802, 803, and
804 have the same size.

As described above with reference to FIG. 6, the depth
noise filtering apparatus 103 of FIG. 1 may reduce a
decrease rate for the coefficient of the spatial filter as a
distance between an object 101 and an image collection
apparatus 102 becomes farther. Specifically, while
approaching a circumference of the spatial filter from a
center of the spatial filter, the depth noise filtering apparatus
103 may decrease the coefficient of the spatial filter. In this
instance, the depth noise filtering apparatus 103 may differ-
ently determine the decrease rate for the coefficient of the
spatial filter based on the depth information.

As the depth information corresponds to short distances,
the depth noise filtering apparatus 103 may increase the
decrease rate for the coefficient of the spatial filter. When
performing spatial filtering, a region to be applied with the
spatial filter may be less affected by depth information of
neighboring regions. Conversely, as the depth information
corresponds to longer distances, the depth noise filtering
apparatus 103 may decrease the decrease rate for the coef-
ficient of the spatial filter. Specifically, when performing
spatial filtering, the region to be applied with the spatial filter
may be greatly affected by the depth information of the
neighboring regions.

Referring to FIG. 8, the decrease rate for the coefficient of
the spatial filter may be expressed by a Gaussian function.
Here, a sigma value to determine a width of the Gaussian
function denotes the decrease rate for the coefficient of the
spatial filter, and may be set to be different based on the
depth information. For example, when the depth information
corresponds to short distances, the sigma value of the
Gaussian function may be set to be small. Conversely, when
the depth information corresponds to long distances, the
sigma value of the Gaussian function may be set to be large.

Referring to FIG. 8, as a distance between an object 101
and an image collection apparatus 102 becomes farther,
depth noise may be strong and thus the depth noise filtering
apparatus 103 may increase a filtering strength. Specifically,
as the filtering strength increases, it is possible to remove a
large amount of high frequency components in the depth
information. Conversely, as the distance between the object
101 and the image collection apparatus 103 becomes closer,
depth noise may be weak and thus the depth noise filtering
apparatus 103 may decrease the filtering strength. For
example, when the depth information corresponds to long
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distances, a high frequency component of a 3D image may
be a noise component. In this instance, the depth noise
filtering apparatus 103 may adjust the filtering strength to
thereby remove the high frequency component correspond-
ing to the noise component. Conversely, when the depth
information corresponds to short distances, the high fre-
quency component of the 3D image may be an original
component of the 3D image, not the noise component.
Accordingly, the depth noise filtering apparatus 103 may
adjust the filtering strength to thereby remain the high
frequency component corresponding to the original compo-
nent of the 3D image.

FIG. 9 illustrates an example of applying a spatial filter
901 to depth information according to an embodiment.

The spatial filter 901 denotes a spatial filter that is
generated by the depth noise filtering apparatus 103 of FIG.
1. The depth information 902 denotes depth information of
a region to be applied with the spatial filter 901. In this
instance, the spatial filter 901 may be applied to a region e.
The region e may be pixels or a block that is composed of
the pixels.

Another depth information 903 may be obtained by
applying the spatial filter 901 to the depth information 902
of the region. Specifically, the depth information 903 cor-
responds to a result of performing spatial filtering. ' denotes
depth information where spatial filtering is performed.

For example, the depth information ¢ where spatial
filtering is performed may be determined according to the
following Equation 3

e'=(Axa)+(Bxb)+(Cxc)+(Dxd)+(Exe)+(Fxf)+(Gxg)+

(Hxh)+(Ixi). Equation 3:

Referring to the above Equation 3, spatial filtering may be
performed based on depth information of neighboring
regions of the region to be applied with the spatial filter 901.
The above filtering process may be referred to as a mask-
based filtering process. According to an embodiment, a size
or a coeflicient of a spatial filter may be determined based on
depth information of a filtering target region.

FIG. 10 illustrates an example of determining a number of
reference frames based on depth information to perform
temporal filtering according to an embodiment.

A plurality of frames of FIG. 10 may denote the reference
frames to perform temporal filtering. Here, it is assumed that
a frame 1001 is a filtering target frame. The filtering target
frame 1001 may include regions 1002, 1003, and 1004.

Also, it is assumed here that depth information of the
region 1002 is obtained from the object 101 of FIG. 1 that
is positioned to be away from the image collection apparatus
102, depth information of the region 1003 is obtained from
the object 101 (FIG. 1) that is positioned to be in an
intermediate distance from the image collection apparatus
102 (FIG. 1), and depth information of the region 1004 is
obtained from the object 101 (FIG. 1) that is positioned to
be in a close distance from the image collection apparatus
102 (FIG. 2).

According to an embodiment, the depth noise filtering
apparatus 103 (FIG. 1) may calculate a number of reference
frames associated with the region using the depth informa-
tion. For example, the depth noise filtering apparatus 103
(FIG. 1) may increase the number of reference frames as
depth information of the region corresponds to longer dis-
tances, and conversely, may decrease the number of refer-
ence frames as the depth information of the region corre-
sponds to shorter distances.

Referring to FIG. 10, in the case of the region 1004, the
depth information may correspond to short distances and
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thus a relatively small number of reference frames 1007 may
be determined. Also, in the case of the region 1003, the depth
information may correspond to intermediate distances and
thus an intermediate number of reference frames 1006,
greater than the number of reference frames 1007, may be
determined. Also, in the case of the region 1002, the depth
information may correspond to long distances and thus a
relatively large number of reference frames 1005 may be
determined. In this instance, it can be seen that the number
of reference frames 1005 is greater than the number of
reference frames 1006 or 1007.

Specifically, according to an embodiment, in the filtering
target frame 1001, the depth noise filtering apparatus 103
may decrease a number of reference frames as depth infor-
mation corresponds to shorter distances and may increase
the number of reference frames as the depth information
corresponds to longer distances. For example, when per-
forming temporal filtering for the region 1003, the depth
noise filtering apparatus 103 may update the depth informa-
tion of the region 1003 by averaging depth information of
the region 1003 in a reference frame corresponding to the
number of reference frames 1006.

FIG. 11 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of
a depth noise filtering apparatus 1103 to perform spatial
filtering according to an embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 11, the depth noise filtering apparatus
1103 may include a spatial filter generation unit 1101 and a
filtering unit 1102.

The spatial filter generation unit 1101 may generate a
spatial filter for a region that constitutes a filtering target
frame of a 3D image, using depth information of the region.
For example, the spatial filter generation unit 1101 may
calculate at least one of a size and a coefficient of the spatial
filter, using the depth information. Also, the spatial filter
generation unit 1101 may simultaneously calculate both the
size and the coeflicient of the spatial filter. As described
above with reference to FIG. 1, the region may be pixels or
blocks that constitute the filtering target frame. Depth infor-
mation may correspond to a distance between an image
collection apparatus and an object.

In this instance, the spatial filter generation unit 1101 may
determine the size of the spatial filter based on the depth
information, using the depth information, a measured maxi-
mum distance of the image collection apparatus, a measured
minimum distance of the image collection apparatus, and a
maximum size of the spatial filter in the measured maximum
distance.

Also, the spatial filter generation unit 1101 may decrease
the size of the spatial filter as the depth information corre-
sponds to shorter distances, and conversely, may increase
the size of the spatial filter as the depth information corre-
sponds to longer distances. Also, the spatial filter generation
unit 1101 may generate the spatial filter so that the coeffi-
cient of the spatial filter may decrease while approaching a
circumference of the spatial filter to a center of the spatial
filter. For example, the spatial filter generation unit 1101
may determine the decrease rate to be different according to
the depth information. Specifically, the spatial filter genera-
tion unit 1101 may increase the decrease rate for the coef-
ficient of the spatial filter as the depth information corre-
sponds to shorter distances. Conversely, as the depth
information corresponds to longer distances, the spatial filter
generation unit 1101 may decrease the decrease rate for the
coeflicient of the spatial filter.

Specifically, the spatial filter generation unit 1101 may
generate the spatial filter in real time by performing an
operation process based on the depth information. Also, for
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example, the spatial filter generation unit 1101 may generate
the spatial filter corresponding to the depth information by
referring to a table that stores spatial filter information
associated with at least one of the size of the spatial filter and
the coeflicient of the spatial filter that are predetermined
based on the depth information. Specifically, the spatial filter
generation unit 1101 may pre-operate a characteristic of the
spatial filter with respect to particular depth information and
then immediately generate the spatial filter appropriate for
input depth information.

In this instance, when the table does not store depth
information D1 for generating the spatial filter, the spatial
filter generation unit 1101 may generate the spatial filter by
combining predetermined depth information existing in the
table. Specifically, the spatial filter generation unit 1101 may
generate a spatial filter according to the depth information
D1 by applying a weight to a spatial filter corresponding to
each of two pieces of depth information D2 and D3 capable
of including the depth information D1.

The filtering unit 1102 may perform depth noise filtering
for the 3D image by applying the spatial filter to the depth
information of the region. In this instance, depth noise
filtering may be performed based on depth information of
neighboring regions of the region by applying a mask-based
spatial filter.

FIG. 12 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of
a depth noise filtering apparatus 1203 to perform temporal
filtering according to an embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 12, the depth noise filtering apparatus
1203 may include a frame calculation unit 1201 and a depth
noise decision unit 1202.

The frame calculation unit 1201 may calculate a number
of reference frames associated with a region that constitutes
a filtering target frame of a 3D image, using the depth
information of the region. For example, the frame calcula-
tion unit 1201 may calculate the number of reference frames
based on the depth information, using the depth information,
a measured maximum distance of the image collection
apparatus, a measured minimum distance of the image
collection apparatus, and a number of reference frames in
the measured maximum distance. In this instance, as the
depth information of the region corresponds to longer dis-
tances, the frame calculation unit 1201 may increase the
number of reference frames. Conversely, as the depth infor-
mation of the region corresponds to shorter distances, the
frame calculation unit 1201 may decrease the number of
reference frames.

The depth information decision unit 1202 may determine
the depth information of the region in the filtering target
frame based on the calculated number of reference frames.
For example, the depth information decision unit 1202 may
average depth information of a region of each of the refer-
ence frames to determine the depth information of the region
in the filtering target frame.

Matters not described in FIGS. 11 and 12 may refer to
descriptions made above with reference to FIGS. 1 through
10.

According to an embodiment, there may be provided a
depth noise filtering method and apparatus that may perform
spatial filtering according to depth information and thereby
adaptively remove depth noise.

According to an embodiment, there may be provided a
depth noise filtering method and apparatus that may perform
temporal filtering according to depth information and
thereby adaptively remove depth noise.

According to an embodiment, there may be provided a
depth noise filtering method and apparatus that may calcu-
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late a size or a coefficient of a spatial filter according to depth
information in order to perform spatial filtering and thereby
effectively remove depth noise according to the depth infor-
mation.

According to an embodiment, there may be provided a
depth noise filtering method and apparatus that may deter-
mine a number of reference frames based on depth infor-
mation in order to perform temporal filtering and thereby
effectively remove depth noise according to the depth infor-
mation.

The depth noise filtering method according to the above-
described embodiments can also be implemented through
computer readable code/instructions in/on a medium, e.g., a
computer readable medium, to control at least one process-
ing element to implement any above described embodiment.
The medium can correspond to any medium/media permit-
ting the storing and/or transmission of the computer readable
code.

The computer readable code can be recorded/transferred
on a medium in a variety of ways, with examples of the
medium including recording media, such as magnetic stor-
age media (e.g., ROM, floppy disks, hard disks, etc.) and
optical recording media (e.g., CD-ROMs, or DVDs), and
transmission media such as media carrying or including
carrier waves, as well as elements of the Internet, for
example. Thus, the medium may be such a defined and
measurable structure including or carrying a signal or infor-
mation, such as a device carrying a bitstream, for example,
according to embodiments of the present invention. The
media may also be a distributed network, so that the com-
puter readable code is stored/transferred and executed in a
distributed fashion. Still further, as only an example, the
processing element could include a processor or a computer
processor, and processing elements may be distributed and/
or included in a single device.

Although a few embodiments have been shown and
described, it would be appreciated by those skilled in the art
that changes may be made in these embodiments without
departing from the principles and spirit of the disclosure, the
scope of which is defined by the claims and their equiva-
lents.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of filtering depth noise, the method compris-
ing:

obtaining depth information of a region in an image; and

performing depth noise filtering on the depth information

of the region using a spatial filter,

wherein the performing comprises determining at least

one of a size of the spatial filter and a coeflicient of the
spatial filter, based on the depth information,

wherein at least one of the size of the spatial filter for a

particular pixel and strength of the coefficient of the
spatial filter for a particular pixel is related to a depth
value for the particular pixel in the depth information.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the depth information
corresponds to a distance between an object and an image
collection apparatus with respect to the region.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the performing com-
prises determining the size of the spatial filter based on the
depth information, using at least one of the depth informa-
tion, a measured maximum distance of the image collection
apparatus, a measured minimum distance of the image
collection apparatus, and a maximum size of the spatial filter
in the measured maximum distance.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the spatial filter
corresponding to the depth information by referring to a
table that stores spatial filter information associated with at
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least one of the size of the spatial filter and the coefficient of
the spatial filter that are based on the depth information.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the performing further
comprises decreasing the size of the spatial filter as the depth
information corresponds to shorter distances.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the performing further
comprises increasing a decrease rate for the coefficient of the
spatial filter as the depth information corresponds to shorter
distances.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the coefficient of the
spatial filter decreases while approaching a circumference of
the spatial filter from a center of the spatial filter.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the region is any one
of pixels or blocks that constitute the image.

9. A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
storing a program for causing at least one processor to
implement the method of claim 1.

10. An apparatus for filtering depth noise, the apparatus
comprising:

a processor; and

a memory containing computer readable code that, when

executed by the processor, causes the processor to,

determine at least one of a size of a spatial filter and a
coeflicient of a spatial filter to be applied to a region
in an image, based on depth information of the
region, and

perform depth noise filtering on the depth information
of the region using the spatial filter,

wherein at least one of the size of the spatial filter for a

particular pixel and strength of the coefficient of the
spatial filter for the particular pixel is related to a depth
value for the particular pixel in the depth information.

11. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the depth infor-
mation corresponds to a distance between an object and an
image collection apparatus with respect to the region.

12. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the spatial filter
corresponds to the depth information by referring to a table
that stores spatial filter information associated with at least
one of the size of the spatial filter and the coefficient of the
spatial filter that are based on the depth information.

13. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the processor is
configured to decreases the size of the spatial filter as the
depth information corresponds to shorter distances.
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14. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the processor is
configured to increases a decrease rate for the coefficient of
the spatial filter as the depth information corresponds to
shorter distances.

15. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the coefficient of
the spatial filter decreases while approaching a circumfer-
ence of the spatial filter from a center of the spatial filter.

16. A method of filtering depth noise, the method com-
prising:

determining at least one of a size of a spatial filter and a

coeflicient of the spatial filter, based on depth informa-
tion of a region in an image; and

performing depth noise filtering on the depth information

of the region using the spatial filter,

wherein at least one of the size of the spatial filter for a

particular pixel and strength of the coefficient of the
spatial filter for the particular pixel is related to a depth
value for the particular pixel in the depth information.

17. The method of claim 16, further comprising:

calculating a number of reference frames associated with

the region based on the depth information of the region,
wherein the spatial filter is applied to the depth infor-
mation; and

updating the depth information of the region based on

reference frames corresponding to the calculated num-
ber of reference frames.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the calculating
comprises calculating the number of reference frames, using
at least one of the depth information, a measured maximum
distance of an image collection apparatus, a measured mini-
mum distance of the image collection apparatus, and a
number of reference frames in the measured maximum
distance.

19. The method of claim 17, wherein the updating com-
prising:

averaging depth information of a region of each of the

reference frames; and

updating the depth information of the region based on the

averaged depth information.

20. A non-transitory computer-readable recording
medium storing a program for causing at least one processor
to implement the method of claim 16.
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